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a work of rare depth and profound insight that is destined to become a classic in african studies and the
anthropology of religion paul stoller author of yaya s story the quest for well being in the world richard
werbner takes readers on a journey though contemporary charismatic wisdom divination in southern africa
beginning with the silent language of the divinatory lots werbner deciphers the everyday metaphorical and
poetic  language that  is  used to reveal  their  meaning through werbner s  skillful  interpretations of  the
language of divination a picture of tswapong moral imagination is revealed concerns about dignity and
personal illumination witchcraft pollution the anger of dead ancestors as well as the nature of life truth
cosmic harmony being and becoming emerge in this charged african setting werbner s divination s grasp
documents  a  long and distinguished career  in the service of  anthropology it  will  be  a  touchstone for
anthropological  studies of divination for years to come american ethnologist richard werbner s superb
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account of moral imagination and the poetics of divination grasps the density of its subject matching the
insights of the diviner with those of the ethnographer the book takes its place among the very best works of
africanist anthropology as a new classic in the tradition of ethnographic divination and a necessary reminder
of live and deep traditions of african wisdom michael lambek university of toronto scarborough

volume 1 presents the texts in new translations by the authors and these are accompanied by a philosophical
and historical  commentary designed for use by all  readers including those with no background in the
classical world with its glossary and indexes this volume can stand alone as an independent tool of study

featuring contributions from the world s most highly esteemed asian philosophy scholars this important new
encyclopedia covers the complex and increasingly influential field of chinese thought from earliest recorded
times to the present day including coverage on the subject previously unavailable to english speakers the
encyclopedia sheds light on the extensive range of concepts movements philosophical works and thinkers
that populate the field it includes a thorough survey of the history of chinese philosophy entries on all major
thinkers from confucius to mou zongsan essential topics such as aesthetics moral philosophy philosophy of
government and philosophy of literature surveys of confucianism in all historical periods zhou han tang and
onward and in key regions outside china schools of thought such as mohism legalism and chinese buddhism
trends in contemporary chinese philosophy and more

most new or alternative religious are gravely misunderstood by members of the religious mainstream labeled
cults or sects groups and their members are often ridiculed or otherwise disregarded as weird and potentially
dangerous by the populace at large despite their efforts at educating the general public the various anti and
counter cult activists have in fact promoted much more mis understanding than accurate understanding of
the religious lives of some of their fellow citizens consequently they have helped to create a very hostile
environment for anyone whose religious practices do not fit within a so called mainstream this set rectifies
the situation by presenting accurate comprehensive authoritative and accessible accounts of various new and
alternative religious movements that have been and are active in american society and it addresses ways of
understanding new and alternative religions within a broader context determining what actually constitutes
a new or alternative religion is a subject of constant debate questions arise as to a new faith s legitimacy
beliefs methods of conversion and other facets of a religious movement s viability and place in a given
culture how a religion gains recognition by the mainstream which often labels such new movements as cults
is fraught with difficulty tension and fear here experts delineate the boundaries and examine the various
groups beliefs movements and other issues related to new faiths and alternative beliefs readers will come
away  with  a  fuller  understanding  of  the  religious  landscape  in  america  today  volume  1  history  and
controversies discusses the foundations of new and alternative religions in the united states and addresses
the controversies that surround them this volume helps readers better understand what makes a new or
alternative belief system a religion and the issues involved volume 2 jewish and christian traditions explores
the various new religions that have grown out of these two abrahamic faiths groups such as the shakers the
people s temple the branch davidians jehovah s witnesses and others are examined volume 3 metaphysical
new age and neopagan movements looks at  shamanism spiritualism wicca and paganism among other
movements as they have developed and grown in the u s these faiths have found new and devoted followers
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yet are often misunderstood volume 4 asian traditions focuses on those new and alternative religions that
have been inspired by asian religious traditions from baha i to soka gakkai from adidam to the vedanta
society contributors look at a full range of groups practicing and worshiping in the u s today volume 5
african diaspora traditions and other american innovations examines the various traditions linked to the
african diaspora such as rastafarianism santeria and the nation of islam alongside traditions that are truly
american incarnations like scientology ufo religions and heaven s gate some of the new and alternative
religions covered in these pages include shamanism wicca black israelites santeria scientology elan vital hare
krishna soka gakkai and many more

this volume deals with the development of chinese hermeneutics or exegetic systems from their beginnings
to the twentieth century the contributors address critical issues in the study of chinese hermeneutics by
focusing on key periods during which the hermeneutic tradition in china underwent significant changes the
volume is divided into six parts corresponding to the six major periods of intellectual change in traditional
and  contemporary  china  part  1  considers  the  foundational  period  of  chinese  hermeneutics  examining
confucian classics such as the analects mencius and the book of odes part 2 traces the broadening of the
hermeneutic  tradition from confucian classics  to  the  military  canon political  discourse  astronomy and
buddhist exegesis from the han to the chinese middle ages in part 3 the focus is on zhu xi s monumental
synthesis and redefinition of the confucian tradition at the beginning of the early modern period his vision
of confucian thought remained influential throughout the imperial period and his interpretations of the
confucian  classics  became state  orthodoxy starting  with  the  thirteenth  century  part  4  focuses  on this
challenge and discusses the intellectual changes that took place during the late imperial period and their
profound  effects  on  chinese  hermeneutics  part  5  documents  the  challenges  to  traditional  chinese
hermeneutics in the modern era and the emergence of a new critical hermeneutics in the beginning of the
twentieth  century  the  volume  concludes  with  part  6  which  explores  chinese  hermeneutics  from  a
comparative perspective and identifies its distinctive features the understanding of chinese hermeneutics
gained from these essays is that of a dynamic plurality of traditions that has endured into the twentieth
century and continues to shape contemporary intellectual debates
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hermeneutics in the modern era and the emergence of a new critical hermeneutics in the beginning of the
twentieth  century  the  volume  concludes  with  part  6  which  explores  chinese  hermeneutics  from  a
comparative perspective and identifies its distinctive features the understanding of chinese hermeneutics
gained from these essays is that of a dynamic plurality of traditions that has endured into the twentieth
century and continues to shape contemporary intellectual debates ching i tu is professor and chairperson in
the department of asian languages and cultures at rutgers university in new brunswick new jersey he is the
author of poetic remarks in the human world and editor of tradition and creativity essays on east asian
civilization and classics and interpretations the hermeneutic tradition in chinese culture both published by
transaction

in the primary way the distinguished scholar of chinese philosophy chung ying cheng synthesizes his lifetime
of work on the yijing also known as the i ching or book of changes cheng offers a systematic engagement
with the classic  chinese text  as  a  philosophy that  is  still  valuable and relevant today in contemporary
philosophical  terms  cheng  has  developed  the  ontological  hermeneutics  of  the  yijing  as  well  as  its
philosophical methodology of symbolic reference in a holistic and onto generative system of trigrams and
hexagrams the book is organized around eight themes that illuminate cheng s interpretation of the yijing as a
philosophy for creative human action and transformation he demonstrates how the philosophy of change in
the yijing embodies early chinese ontology cosmology epistemology and virtue ethics in the interpretation of
divinatory judgments cheng s work shows how the philosophy of change contains a vision of humanity as
creatively related to heaven and earth and how it gives positive meaning to any change as part of a ceaseless
creativity with this understanding it enables humanity to develop its potential as a partner of heaven and
earth

this anthology explores how chinese and western philosophies could jointly and constructively contribute to
a common philosophical enterprise philosophers with in depth knowledge of both traditions present a
variety of distinct comparative approaches offering a refined introduction to the further reaches of chinese
philosophy  in  the  comparative  context  especially  regarding  its  three  major  constituents  confucianism
philosophical daoism and the yi jing philosophy this book examines various issues concerning philosophical
methodology ethics metaphysics epistemology philosophy of language and logic and investigates both the
living spring source of chinese philosophy and its contemporary implications and development through
contemporary resources the balanced coverage accessible content and breadth of approaches presented in
this anthology make it a valuable resource for students of chinese philosophy comparative philosophy and
other related courses

the khutughtus were highly ranked in the lama buddhist hierarchy considered equal to or higher than secular
princes they wielded great influence in both ecclesiastical and secular life in inner mongolia until the end of
world war ii the career of the kanjurwa khughtu 1914 1980 covers an especially important period in inner
mongolia he was born soon after the chinese republican revolution and the painful years of mongolia s
independence movement he saw the period of war lords in china followed by the struggles for chinese
unification the rise of the kuowuntany party and the establishment of the central government in nanking
notable  in  this  period  was  the  spectacular  rise  of  the  inner  mongolian  autonomous  movement  the
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communist conquest of china had a decisive impact on the kanjurwa s career and resulted in his flight to
taiwan where he remained until his death this unique work grew out of a two year series of mongolian
language interviews with the kanjurwa taped at his monastic residence
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